Pleural space sterilization using gentian violet irrigation for postbullectomy empyema associated with artificial material infection.
Postoperative empyema associated with artificial material infection involves several treatment problems. We report the successful treatment of a case of post-bullectomy empyema with a small alveolar fistula that was associated with artificial material infection by Streptococcus viridans. In this case, complete empyema space sterilization was obtained by tube drainage and daily pleural irrigation using 0.1% gentian violet solution. This treatment circumvented the need for invasive surgery, including removal of the infected artificial materials and space-filling and/or collapse procedures. Consequently, gentian violet irrigation may be a useful treatment option in selected cases with complicated thoracic empyema.